Sini Sanuman works against the practice of
female genital mutilation (FGM) in Mali
through a signature campaign, Pledge
Against Excision and through songs and the
media. Healthy Tomorrow is Sini
SanumarglUSsister organizationThe
Pledge Against Eoision, a promise never to
excise a girl, has been shown to be a good
mobilizing tool, starting conversations and
giving a concrete action that people can do,
who oppose FGM, or excision.

In 2002, 25groups, including Amnesty IntOl
and Planned Parenthaatk well as some
individuals, joined together to collect
signatures on the Pledge Against Excision.
Now we have 45 partner grasjgnany
individuals and about 3000 signatures,
including those of many influential people.

Using the Pledge Against Excision DIn

October 2007 we presented 30,000 signatures

on the Pledge Against Excision to the Malian
legislatureto encourage them to pass a law
making FGM a crime. On the Pledge, people
are asked if the time is right for such a law.
Almost everyone who signanswers Oyes.O
We hope they will vote on this matter soon.

The signhatures are also intended to impress
the Malian public with how many people are
willing to publicly renounce FGM. The
presentation of the signatures was broadcast
on Malian news twoaiitnes, which is also seen
in 9 other West African countries.

Villages’ decisions: We are ptased that four
villages where we work have decided to give
up the practicef FGM, and publicly
announced thedecision with ceremonies,

some of which have beem Malian news.
Moussala, Tamal&onZbabougoand
Missalabougou are our first fouillages to
abandon excisionollectively.

Clubs: A number of groups have formed to
help in our campaign. A recent one is a club
of girls who are proud not to be excised.

Media: We have put a major talk show on TV
and many messages about FGM on the radio
in 2007 through a grant from UNICEF.

Videos: We have producednd aireca
number of music videosith famousartists:
Kandia KouyatZ, Nayini KonZ, the Zotto
Boys andAdama Yalomba These videos
have played many times on Malian TV.

Founding member Susan McLucas has worked

in Mali for 10 yearsin the struggle against
FGM. In that time, she has initiated and
produced the poster OLetOs Stop Excising,0
and the albun®top Excision She also helped
to start the Pledgagainst Excision, which

has nowbeen adopted as an organizing
strategy by the Malian Network Against FGM,
a major coalition in Bamako.

The album “Stop Excision” is still being
played on Malian radio and sold the

markets. Many bigtars in Malirecorded3
songs in 5 local languages against FGM. We
find the album very useful in our work and
people love dancing to it, including excisers.

The album is available from Healthy
Tomorrow for $16$20, your choiceas a CD
and for $5%$10 as a tape. All the proceeds go
back into the strugglagainst excision

Singing: We find that it works well to sing
with our audiences, when we do infortioa
meetings. It makes fun, andoften people

join in, sometimesnakirg up appropriate
songs of their own. Song and dance seem to
be good ways of cementing group reflection
and insuring our welcome, when we return.

Excisers: A number of excisers have agreed t
stop practicing, after being approached,
respectfully, and in &iendly way, and having
the negative aspects of the practice explainec
to them clearly.We are honored to
collaborate with a number of such womehs
ex-excisers, they are watllaced to convince
other people to stop excising.

Fifth Person Principle P Siaka TraorZ,
founding president of Sini Sanuman, was the
fifth person to approach our first excisdrout
abandoing the practice. This exciser
explained to him that she was very angry at
the first person to sugdethis, still angry but
also a little Iothered by the second and so on
down the line until, when Sialame to her
house and talked to her about stopping, she
was ready to bow to group pressure. She evt
invited us to her house to lead a meeting, anc
invited a lot of her friends, including ath
exciserswhoall joined her in stopping.

Our project encourages people to speak up,
reminding them that the worst thing that can
happen to them is that someone will be angry
and that, even so, they will be preparing the
way for the next people.



A number of other eexcisers are also
involved in the campaignelling people why
they stoppedhosting meeting, leading us to
other excisers aronvincing oher excisers to
stop, on their ownOver 100 excisers have
signed the Pledg@&gainst Excision

Ex-excisers’ song: One of them, TZnin
BombotZ hasrecorded a song, Ol Alwam.O

It says OThe cried the excised girls kept me
up at night, so | sagotto excision.OWe
have recently madehis song into a video
which has been shown many tinas
television inMali and allWest Africa.

As part of our outreacghve distribute a
handout, OStop Excision,O with the problems
with FGM on one side and quotes from major
religious leaderdike Ousmane ChZrif
Haidara, on the otheMVe also have a
collection of gaphic photographs of serious
medical consequences of FGM, which
immediately convince many people to stop
practicing it including some excisers.

We believe that a combination of public
personalities ordinary publiespirited people
like Siaka and thetbers who invite people to
sign the Pledgeex-excisersyeligious leaders,
established groupmndrecentlyformed ones
will finally break down the resistance to
change and allow peopie Mali to do what is
bestfor their girls.

US donations to Hetldy Tomorrow ardax
deductibleif they are written to our fiscal
sponsor, Creative Thought & Actio8ini
Sinuman is a registered ngnofit in Mali.

Things you can do to help:

* Learn more about FGM

* Contribute to Healthy Tomorrow

* Write a story aboutite movement against
FGM or our part of it and publish it

* Organize a meeting about the project

* Order OStop ExcisionO / distribute it
(CDs: $16%20, your choice, Tapes: $8.0)

* Order ourmusic vides, $10-$20, your call

* Help us fundraise, in a variety of ways

* Join Healthy Tomorrow, and help find new
ways to end excision.

Sini Sanuman

* Siaka Traore, founding president,
BP E 4829Bamako, Mali, (223) @22 54 50
or (223)7602 14 11 Siaka_Traorefr@yahoo,fr
SiniSanuman@yahoo.{imust be in French)

*Kaniba Baguiya Mme Sacko, activist,
Djenebal965@yahoo.fin French)

* Saloum Traore, director of Amnesty IntOl
Mali, (223) 20 31 13
SaloumD@yahoo.ftcan be in English)

Healthy Tomorrow

* Susan MclLucas, director (617) #6624,
14 William Street, Somerville, MA 02144,
SusanMcL@ StopExcision.net

* Polly Hertig, (617) 6660757

* keith harmon snow,
lilyfairies@hotmail.com

Creative Thought & Action,
our fiscal sponso413) 6283336

www.StopExcision.net is our website. Yo
can seall of our materials there including our
videos and read more about our work. We
have sections1 Frenchand English

Sinl Sanuman
(Healthy Tomorrow

in the Bambara language)

a humanitarian organization dedicated to
eradicating femalgenital mutilation (FGM)
in Mali, through education, community
discussion, mobilization and music.



